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Fairly Stated between the 


TURKY. Company 


AND THE 


Lalian Merchants. 


| u E Turky Company wou'd 
Ss be but ill charg'd with fo 
5 much Art in the Conduct 
of their Trade, if they 

were capable of uling no 
Art in the Defence of it, 


i. 
i 


No Man can charge them with want 
of Cunning in what they now puſn at, | 
A 2 and ay 


0 19 © 
and you 'd they uſe as much Honeſty 
£ as. they-ſhew Art 
inſſheir = Deen, Hue plain Queſtions 
1 wou'd bring us all to 
End of the Diſpute; and the 


| _ A. wou'd have very 
little Trouble about it. 
yy nerall aim'd at two 


ma 
ings th of them ſeem-to be 


un 1 ſomething ſophiſtical : 
I am db0tlr to call it Suff ing, with 
reſpect to the Perſons of - 1 * 
in d; hut Neceſſity obliges 

at What they offer, evi- 
dently * one, Way but means ano- 
ther; the ſpecious Pretences they make 
for the publick Good of Trade, En- 
coupe 03 Manafadures; and the 


like, are only Covers to conceal the 


apepys*they have hirhgera,p pub- 


grand, End of ſepara are z which 
dis manifeſt, is he Thia ey ain 
obe 70.) ty ty 17 05 oo 3 3X 


Yor 1 141 4 f 4 10 7 


4 They.prejend ip their Papers, to 
Advocate for the Good of their 
Country, againſt the Encourage- 


ne MERt,, given by. the. Talian Mer- 
a [Shang 49 fr Tres to.ſell Ge 


Bus 


(553) 
8 „Cloth in Tur ty, by takin off the 
Nav Silk, which is the, Return z 
whereas really, they are in their 

Capacity as a Company, the Rea- 
pon of all the Encouragement the 
Trade; and if it were not for the 


. 


ill Conduc of che Thy Compar 
pe | ny, the French wou'd f have no 
Bia Sllk to ſell, nor vend any Cloth 
uin Turhy worth naming. 


2. They pretend, that the fupport+ 
ing the Turky Company 1s the 

Intereſt of the Trade; whereas their 
being à Company, in the Senſe of 
their preſent Management; is the 
_ great Opffruction of the Trade 3 
. + and will, if not reſtrain'd, be the 


Ruin of it. ] 19 8 


In their Papers, therefore, it is evis 
dent, they aim (1.). at ſuppreſſing the 
Italian Merchant's Trade to Turhy; 
and (2.) at engroſſing the Trade of 
ſelling Cloth in Turh, and of Silk in 
'l ZEngland;. in order to impoſing their 
own Price upon the Buyers ef Cloth 
Abroad, and the Manufacturers of 


1 obtain'd, 


i „ ( "TR 6 )* | 
obtain'd, effectually declare them a 
Monopoly, in the groſſeſt Senſe of that 


Their Oppreſſions Abroad, their un- 
fair Dealings with the Merchants, who 
from Legborn interfere, as they call it, 
with their Trade; their By-Laws, 
their arbitrary Proceedings upon them, 
and all the reſt of their ill Conduct, 
they give up, and ſeem to plead Guil- 
ty to thein all, ſo they can but get 
his r a 


With ſo much Eagerneſs they puſh 
for this Bill, that they not only ma- 
nag d their Introduction into it with 
the utmoſt Art, and puſh'd it on 
with unweary'd Application, but 
they are even willing to conſent to 
any future Laws, to limit, nay, even 
to punith their Exorbitance, fo they may 
but be indulg'd with the Advantages 
they drive at in this Bill a 


In a Word, they are in ſuch a Paſſi- 
on for this darling Bill, that they are 
willing to give up their Reputation as 
a Company, ſubmit to all the Parlia- 
ment may think fit to do with them, 


* 


+ * SEELEY OT 


ny | | 

or all the Puniſhment that may be in- 
flicted upon them, provided they may 

but ſave THIS BILL, 4%; 


It is their own Expreſſion in one of 
their Caſes. Poſſibly the Turky Compa- 
ny may haue committed Faults, . and 
made unfitting By-Laws : If they have 
done both, yet THIS BILL may be ne- 
ceſſary. And in another Place, All that 
can be objeFed againſt the Turky Com- 
pany, may be remedy'd in ANOTHER 
BILL, and we may take ANOTHER 
TIME. for the remedying of it. If 4 
Company oppreſſes, we may curb and re 
ſtrain it by FUTURE LAS. And the 
like. 8 
I uwou'd not treat the Company with 
Indecency, but this ſeems to me to be 
little more than that of a Man, de- 
tected of a grievous Treſpaſs, craving 
Leave for an immediate Power to 
oppreſs and injure his Neighbour, and 
putting off the Examination and Pu- 
niſhment of his own Crime to another 
Seaſon ; as if the remedying the Grie- 
vance on one fide, had not the ſame 
Juſtice in it, and did not call for the 
ſame Concern of the Publick to rech 
r g | Ys 


{ 80 
as the other. 1 might have Ky 
ſtrated this by 4 more ſevere Simi 


if I were willing to 1. "IO. 
the Heighth, 1 


N But let us ake theſs Oden! ih 
their own Way, and ofe their own 
Words, as above. Poffibly rhe Compa 
have committed Faults, and made unfit- 
ring By-Laws - It is moſt certain wy 
have, and I infer, what J believe eb 
ry Member in the Houſe of Comm 
will grant, (viz,) Therefore it is n. 
reaſonable, thoſe that have already 
bus'd their Power, ſhou'd be now eng 
bled to abuſe it fartner. N 
What they now ask, is neither 
more or leſs,” than to have a Power 
granted them to oppreſs = he +: 
the Traders to Turky'; 
grant already, they ve HEH an 
oppreſs'd. As to the Bill they 
mand, the Nature of it fhall reſent- 
ly appear, when the Fraud. of e De- 
fign is more effectualiy laid open, 
Something extraordinary muſt: fure bo 
the Caſe, that theſe Mert are ſo 
th earneſt to Have the Examination of 
the” Conduck of the Turty Comp: 


put 


Fa 
4 i 


s | 
” 6 119 | | 
_putoff; it is a ſhrewd Suſpicion of Guilt, 
when Men are fo extraordinary ſhy 
of coming to an Examination; ſee how 
it runs thro' all their Arguings: . If the A 
Bill paſſes, ſay they again, the Condu# | 


of the Turky Company, all. their By- 


: 


aws, and even their Charter, if »lyable 
to any juſt Exceptions, may be examin'd 
afterwards by Parliament. Very good, 
and why not now ? Why muſt nor the 
Parliament be allow'd to examine Now 
into their Condud, their By-Laws, their 
Oppreſſions, their arbitrary Proceedings, 
and their Charter, if Iyable to Ex- 
ceptions, as there is ſome Reaſon to 
believe they all are? n 


Nor is the examining into theſe 
Things ſo incongruous to the Bill de- 
pending as they would inſinuate: I 
alledge, and undertake to make it ap- 
pear; that the Bill they ſeck cannot be 
rational, if the other Conduct of the 
Company is fully examin'd into; and 
therefore it is not at all unreaſonable 
| to demand, that both be enter'd into 
together; tis a great Miſtake to fay, 
that the Condud of the Company has 

no Relation to this Bill. On the con- 
trary, if the Company have miſbe- 
* hav'd. 


CITY 
Have! if they have oppreſs'd and” in- 
jur'd the Fair- Traders, if their” By- 
Hay are unjuft, rind They Y ea Teal 

opoly, and above all, if hey feek 
to be able to act a bade ue Vir- 
tue of this Bill, then tis àbſolutel 
neceſſary to examine their e dud be- 


fore this Bill old . = Ex. 
ample * | apt | 1 Fr E 


"of PER © ill 15 Rane piers S 
making the om! my 13 Monbpoly:: 
dent,” Sh ith firfe 11255 
Bill, they alm at a Power td ihonops- 
Yze's it $4 appears, that this Bill, if 
paſs'd, will put that Power Thts* lets 
Hands: Then, with humble Submiſh- 
on to the Houſe, it is abſolutély ne- 
fary to examine” iütb the Abu e of 
the Power they ave, and the Reaſon 
of che Power ce f feck,” and of their 
ſeeking it, and all. 12 re eh Bill be 
ſuffer'd to "paſs: = 19 207 „ 5 1 i 
And what can it ee this? Plain 
neben zinge of theſe Things, one upon 
another, that makes theſe Ken fo back- 


ward” to have their Conduct e 45 
But that they are fenfible, that if the | 
their Behaviour 


and 


Hoofe Mould rankgek-t 


11 


„ 
and the Uſe * have made of the 


Powers and Privileges. which they have 
been entruſted with, they would ſee 
very good Reaſon to conſider well of 
it — they Tutu them N al 


ther.; oh on began 17 


Or i iin ai 13 Vi I 
Nor is this an unjuſt, or an cas 
Reflection, becauſe we that axe op- 
preſs'd d, bythe, Company; and, , have 
Reaſon,” feelingly, to mention the 
Abuſe of the — they have been 
entruſted with, have much a e Rea- 
ſon than other Men to Abel x. | wi 
Uſe they would make of it, if Pa 
Powers were. committed to them 48,2 
nene » Til 22 lu N EI 9111 
Ang Hoe " becauſe Lam . neceſſa; ri 
to; enter & Pe Plaiane(s, and; F 


on th a general _ 
of As .and 20 ice, ria evad bf 
l run . 1 wh ole Cour ef 
why atter, and che Are. A above. much 


oneſty ſhews itſelf 
in the earneſt craios which are 
ny have made for this Bill, I 


be,altow'd. 70. diſtinguiſh berween 


ere dd in their Br: 


ſonal and private Caprcities and in 
their Capacities aS a Company. | 


In their former Capacities, F have 
nothing in the leaſt to ſay; here is no 
perſonal Satyr intended, nor do I di- 
rect any Reflection, in this Affair, to 
this or that particular Man. There 
are, without Doubt, many worthy and 
honourable Perſons in the ae 


en 


But the Conduct, as a Compapy. is 
another Thing; and no Man's private 
Reputation is concerf'd in it; and 
I muſt acknowledge myſelf to be of 
the ſame Mind — King Charles IId. 
2247 as his Opinion to a certain Lord 


ayor of London, (vig.) That it was 
not poſſible for a Man to act in a Socie- 


ty. ih the ſame Honeſty and Juſtice 
as in their ſeparate and private Capaci- 
ties; but 78 all Societies and Compa- 


nies were ET and Oppreſſors by 
the Nature o the Thing. | 


this! made theſe Poſtulata with 
the Gentlemen-Members of the Com- 


pany as private Perſons, I'thall, with 
the 


b | * 


© 3 
the more F aa ſpeak to their Be 
| haviour : as a Company. iT dat 
_ 2if Hat mendiod's how ſtrange it is 

that theſe Gentlemen ſhould be 10 very 
Earneſt for this Bill, and for its paſſing 
without enquiring into their Conduct. 
I ſhall now unravel. this Myſtery, and 
lay it open to the World ; and when 


1 have done ſo, the e Wake vill 
4 ceaſe. | 


x 


700 1. The firſt Reaſon is, Maile en- 
2930 quiring into their paſt Conduct, 
£ ne will neceſſarily diſcover the 


True, but Chnceal op. of. 
the Bill. 


N I will Aifcoves mY Reaſon for 
A endeavouring to obtain 1 it. 


3. It will diſcover che g 
ces of it, if obtain d. 


That the Diſcovery of any, or of all 
theſe Things, would moſt effectually 
overthrow the Bill, ſeems reaſonable 
for me to conclude, from the Know- 
ledge I have of the certain Application 
of the Houſe of Commons, to detect- 


%.-" 


£16) 
all clandeſtine Meaſures, Proje& 
ing Micbmpts ing Ms under dhe dps. 
cious Pretence of Right, Property, Pub- 
lick Good, and the like; ich the 
c are frequently * eg, 
h 180 lick ART and Private .; Pers 


binjup'd: io 57 at 


It will be 15 ate the H Houſe; ca 
ele Convection that t Kg; A 
between the former Conduct of that 
Company and the Attempt couch'd 
under the Cover of this Bill, and not 

ſee bow artfally they ſeek to. protect 

their paſt il Condu, by. obraiping an 
| Authority for wor 420d to. pupport 
the Oppreſſions of their, forwer Mea 
ſures, by enlarging them in thoſe they 
ſhould.now get Power to ig Ditpur 
bring this Home tothe Point Mute, 
that is to ſay, he Bill. 


The Pretenccs of che Bill; are ſpe- 
de (vis) 


ke That the Raw Silk METS [th 
7 e. Merchants import fr 

Leghorn, i is French, and. the R Re- 

1 for. e Foes. rpc 


. 58 fn. urky. I. 989 20 
s n, Pn That 


1 * 


x 


(13) 
2 That the Giaptity 6f the fad 
Silk imported into England," 


pe roamed , 
3. That it is injutions t , the Tur Tut 
APrade. aso 1 D3hAT Hoif 


IF theſe Things were really 
In ſhould gr an the Conlec Ne at peter 
firſt, Word, (vis! ) that the "Bill rs 


neceſſary, «which is ls what hey ale 
But, a8 was faid i 1 bile of the Hang 
Merck nrs Caſes, 'Thefe Thinks would 
80 4 great Way: in the Charge, "Bur "for 
one Misfortune attendini 77 hob 
th 
is, Uhr 1 52 bappen not to 9 T. RY 4 
Italian Merchants detiy albert 
15 aw Silk IJ ey now im 127 5 
Leghorn into E gland, more 
Silk, brought fle Mar ftilles' 2 5 
horn; or «na it is the Return of Frent 
Cloth ſold in Turk but that it is the 
Returns of Es 4% Monufs Gates! Tin, 
Cloth, ec. fe t from "Great, Britain to 
Lzghorn,. and from thenee to Purky, 
Which will at any Time be atteſted by 
the Oaths' of ſeyeral OE Rs 
who carry on that Trade, Th 
The 


, © 


} 
4 


\ 
3 
* 


(14) 
The Turky Merchants affirm it, and 
therefore the Proof lyes upon them; 
but they have contented themſelves 
with ſaying it is ſo, and expect to be 
taken on the Faith of their ſaying ſo, 
which indeed I cannot ſee reaſonable. 


Ihe chiefeſt Evidence they bring of 
it, is, That in the Years 1714 and 1715, 
a very great Quantity of Raw Silk was 
bought in France, brought to Leghorn, 
and ſhipp'd to England. Now, tho' I 
ſhould grant this, - that in thoſe two 
Years, a great deal of French Raw Silk 
was brought from Marſeilles, yet that 
will neither prove that it has been fo 
in other Fears, or that it can ever hap- 
pen ſo again : Nor if it were to happen 
again, can they argue from it any Ad- 
vantage to the French Trade, or Diſad- 
vantage to the Engliſh, but juſt the con- 
trary, as will appear in the following 
RW ont bs 210 e e had 
1. From the Reaſon and Occaſion of 
the French Merchants having that 
Freat Quantity of Raw Silk upon 
their Hands at that Time (vis.) 
That they had a Proſpect of an 

open Trade with England for their 

; nm 


. 
- 


o 
% 


(17) 
Wrought Silks, the Treaty of Com- 
merce being then on Foot here; 
which failing, and the Alterati- 
on of their Coin happening at 
the ſame Time, they were oblig'd 
| to ſell off the Silk Raw at a very 
great Loſs; ſo that above Thirty 
conſiderable Merchants in France 
were ruin'd by it, and became 
_ Bankrupt, having loſt above one 
Quarter of the Value. If this be 
the Way that the [alian Mer- 
_ chants ſhall always encourage the 


French Trade, the French will have 


little to boaſt of, and the Levant 
Company little to complain of. 


2. It is well known that the French 

did not receive that great Quan- 
tity of Silk, which was then up- 
on their Hands, in Return for 
Cloth, or any Manufactures; all 
the Cloth that cou'd have been in 
France cou'd not have purchas'd 
it; but they ſent away ready 
Money, and bought up ſuch a 
Quantity, upon the Proſpect of Ad- 
vantage by the Treaty of Com- 
merce in England, as above; the 
Diſappointment of which was 


C | the 


* mar; — 0 3 
. * * — —— " a. 


((r 383) | 
E- Ruin of is $2 AK Hh 
t . *. 


7 i Whea! thi SIE Silk in . 
was thus cheap, and bought by 
us ſo much to their Loſs, it was 
greatly wanted in Eugland; and 
the Price was held up here to 

30 f. and 32g. per Ib. and there 
was nat Silk enough to be had in 
England to employ our Weavers, 

or to carry on our own Silk Ma- 
nufacture; ſ that at this Time, 
which theſe. Men dwell ſo much 
upon. the Importation of French 

© > Twrky Silk, was infinitely the Ad- 
vantage of our Trade, ey in Pro- 

e Portion ruinous to France. 


This Cinleciaindy anſwers the great 
üportation in the Years 1714, 17135, 
which theſe Men inſiſt ſo much; 

nd: prbves that it was a Cireumſtance 
df Trade which can never happen a- 
gain, and if ever it ſhou'd, wou'd, 
every Bale of it, be an incredible Ad- 


vantage to England, and a wh: air 
tage o France. e 


\ 


n 
* 


*% * =» * 1 — — by * 
1 | FY 
Fi at 
4 x a 


(39) 


That it cannot be thus now, is plain, 
and the Italian Merchants have made it 
appear ſo, by the Calculation of the 
Price of Silk at Legborn, and at Landon; 
which generally is, and for the laſt 
three Years has been, from 1 f. 6 d. to 
2 5. 6 4. per Ih. cheaper in London than 
at Leghorn; which is a ſure Rule to 
judge by, why this Importation. can- 
not be confiderable ; for that Merchants 
never extend or continue a Trade that 
they cannot carry on but to Loſs. Nor, 
indeed, can there ever be any confide- 
rable Importation. of Raw. Silk from 
Leghorn, but when the Turi Compar 
ny, by their oppreſſive Limitations; 
and other monopolizing Arts, reſtrain 
or with-hold the Importation. of a 
Quantity ſufficient for the Market, 
on purpoſe to advance the Fr 
their private Gain. And this Engroſ- 
fing is ſo eaſy to them, ſuch a Grie- 
vance to Trade, and ſo "injurious to 
our Manufactures in England, that 
even the Poſſibility of their doing ſo 
is an unanſwerable Reaſon againſt their 
Bill, and proves, that it not only is 
not NECESSARY, as they pretend, 
but that it is abſolutely neceſſary their 

| 8 Power 


. — 


( 20 ) : 
Power of impoſing upon the I. 
as above, ſhould be W 


The ſecond Head, is the e 
which they pretend is Imported, to 
16 which the Turky Merchants have an- 
$ nex'd no Evidence, expecting to be ta- 
ken upon their Words. This Quanti- 
ty they alledge to be about 100 Bales 
a Lear; but this the Italian Merchants 
deny, and appeal to the Cuſtom- houſe 
| Books for their Proof : Alſo they have 
1 prov'd, at the Houſe of Commons, that 
in the current Year, all the Raw Silk 
imported at Leg born from France, a- 
mounts to no more than 36 Bales, and 
in ſome an not ſo much. 2 


© The laſt i is, that this i 18 | injurious to 
i the Turky Trade; and this they EX» 
* plain two Ways: $16 


1. That i it is the Return of the French 
_ Cloths ſold in Turty, and conſe- 
bot - - - quently aſſiſts the e in their 
Tl ol _ Bate of Cloth in Tang. . 


| " I xi Thar it ruins the Market for. the. 
j Turh) Raw Silk here at London, 
q | by linking the Price of it ſo, as 
. +» | to 
| 


MO 


(21) ; 
to make the Merchant loſe by his 
Goods, or keep them on his Hands 
unſold. 8099 1 bt 5 


Now, neither of theſe being true, as 
above, how will it appear that this 
Trade 1s injurious to the Turkey Trade 
from and to England ? 


The Appearance of theſe Things be- 


ing thus, and all theſe Pretences for 
the Bill being thus repeal'd and ex- 


ups it leads me to the original De- 


ign of the Turky Merchant's puſhing 


this Affair ſo warmly, and to enquire 
what muſt be the true Reaſons for 


their deſiring the Bill to ſtop the Im- 


portation of ſo ſmall a Quantity of 
Raw. Silk, as, communibus annis, is 
brought into England from Leghorn. 


And this Queſtion neceſſarily car- 
ries me back to view the State of the 
Turky Trade, which I ſhall ſtudy to 


do as clearly and with as much Bre- 


vity as I have done the French. 


The Trade to Turky 1s carry'd on in 


a Company ; their Charter, their Pri- 


vileges, their Manner of carrying on 
their 


Fg 
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6229 
their Trade is known. Fe Number 
of Perſons concernd ino their Trade, 
or Free of their Company, is great; 
they tell us, they are above Two Hun- 
dred; and chers may, and indeed 
all, even the Italian Merchants them- 
felves, may be Free of this Company, 
paying the uſual Fine at theit Admiſ- 
ſion, and taking the Freedom of the 
City ano ons 0E ed 


But, I ſuppoſe, it will not be con- 
tended, that the Groſs of the Trade 
to Turky is carry'd on by a very few 
Men, and even of thoſe few a yet 
fewer Number have the governing 
Influence of the Trade, and can ga 
far, very far, to limit the reſt by their 
Intereſt, to Ship or not to Ship, Trade 
or not to Trade, as their Quantities 
of Goods, Abroad or at Home, want 
2 Market, or want a Price, 


N $ 1 YU 21% ©) FILL 
And as this is an Article which 
renders the Company a moſt effectual 
Monopoly, when they make Uſe of it; 
ſo it is evident, that it is but a little 
while ſince they did effectually make 
Uſe of it, to the great Injury of the 
Trade; and this Power, together with 
7 an 


(z) 
an Dath every 


Merchant -muſt take, 
tfihe will come in to be Free of this 
Company, and which fubjefts/him to 
be ſudject to ſuch monopolizing Arts 
28 thoſe, isthe Reaſon win the | Taliam 
Merchants have always declin'd tlie 
Com pany, and carry d on e 
0 Tah by che Way of eee 
11 eboipegt 903 BRA ei Ait 

Pt 10 Trouref this Trade, e 
it & A fair and juſt Branch of Com- 
merce, and ws ifound to be very con- 
gdetable; butcabove ll, as it Wwas 
found to bela juſt Check upon tlie 
Tur y Company, and calculated to pre- 
vent the Eneroachment they were al- 
Ways apt to l run into for their-private 
Ends, to the Inſury of the Englih Trade 
and Art of Navigation, a Law parti- 
ea larly calcuhated for the Enconrage- 
Merit of Trade, and the Encreaſe of 
dür e «thought fit, by a Clauſe 
an purpoſe, to make Proviſion for the 
Trade 57 the ſaid Ralian Merchants, 
and that they ſhou' d be allowed to ĩm- 


port the 2 Goods 80 oy of 
Leg horn. 
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And here, I muſt ſay, lies the whole 
Streſs of the Bill now depending: It is 
this Trade to Turky, by the Way of 
Leghorn, that the Turky Merchants puſh 
at. The bringing ſome French Raw 
Silk by Accident, and on an extraordi- 
nary Occaſion, when it may be very 
cheap in France, and very dear in Eng- 
land; this is made the ſpecious Pre- 
tence, but is nothing in the Caſe; it is 
the Italian Merchant's Trading to Tur- 
25 Vid Leghorn, that is the Grievance. 
This is that they ſhoot at, tho' they 
ſet up the other as a Blind. ' 


To clear themſelves: of this, and if 
they would have the Houſe believe 
them to be as good Patriots as they 
pretend, why do they not declare o- 
penly, that they deſire nothing but to 
prevent the bringing in Turky Raw 
Silk bought of the French, that the 
French may not be encuurag'd to carry | 
on the Turky Trade to their Diſadvan- 
tage, and to ſend greater Quantities of 
French Cloth to Turky, and the like? 


Had this been the real and only 
Thing they had ſought, what Need 
had they to ſtrike at the Root of the 


Italian 


' 025) 
Tralian Trade, which is ſo much more 
conſiderable and. advantageous than 
their own? Why Petition for the Re- 
peal of a Clauſe, which admits. them 
to bring Home the Returns of their 
Trade to Twrky? Why had they not 
only pray'd, that an ACT might paſs 
to prohibit Raw Silk from France be- 
ing imported by Way of Leghorn? 


Or, 'on the other Hand, if they were 
not aſham'd at thus publickly aiming 
to monopolize both the Cloth Trade 
in Turky, and the Silk Trade in En- 
gland; | ſay, if they were not aſham'd 
of ſuch an open Attempt to engroſs 
an excluſive Trade, and that they could 
think a Houſe of Commons, the Guar- 
dians of Liberty, could be capable of 
being brought into ſuch an Invaſion 
of the Liberties of Trade, why did 
they not petition fairly, That the Aa- 
lian Merchants might not carry Engliſo 
Cloths, and Tin into Turky, Vid Leg- 
horn; or, in a Word, that, if they did, 
they ſhould not be allow'd to bring 
back the Returns of it into England. 


This had been, indeed, to have acted 
with leſs Cunning, but with more Ho- 
neſty, 


(26) 

neſty, than to aim and ſtrike fairly at 
this Prohibition, under Pretence of 
- prohibiting bringing in French Turky 
Silk; a Thing, which, as it is prov'd, 
is ſeldom done, ſo it is plain it can 
never be done, but to our Advantage, 
and the Loſs of the French Merchants; 

unleſs it be, as above, when the Turky 
| Merchants have put the Dice upon the 
Market, and rats'd the Price to an un- 
reaſonable and injurious Heighth;, and 
then the Refuge of a French Market, 
or of any other Market, would be bur 
2 Juſtice to the Manuf:&urers, and a 
juſt Check upon the Engroſſers. 


It ſeems neceſſary, in the next Place, 
to give a ſhort State of this By-Trade, 
as they would call it, from Traly t 


Turky, or from England to Turky, by 
Way of Hah. 


The Turty Merchants take much 
Pains to eden this Article as ve- 
ry {mall and inconſiderable; but why 
then do they not propoſe to the Par- 
lament, that in the Bill they ſolicit 
for, a Clauſe be reſerv d, for leaving this 
little, ſmall, inconſiderable Trade en- 
tirely free, and its Returns free to be 

| VOOR 


(27) 

brought Home? If it be ſmall, the Da- 
mage to them muſt likewiſe be ſmall: 
Why is it ſo hotly oppos'd and attack'd, 
if it were really ſo ſmall and. inconſi- 
derable, as they repreſent it: I can an- 
ſwer for the Talian Merchants, that 
they would not have ſtruggled with 
them for the preſerving it; and even 
the Oppoſition made to them by the 
Itelian Merchants, is an Evidence to all 
the World, that it is very far from 
being a ſmall and inconſiderable Trade. 


By this very Thing the whole Quar- 
rel may be decided: If the Turky Mer- 
chants aim only at, and deſire only the 
preventing the bringing French Turky 
Silk hither, and are willing to leave 
the Italian Trade to Turky, and back 
to England, by the Way of Leghorn, 
open, as it always was, let them ſay 
ſo, aſk for that, and no more, and we 
ſhall then ſee who will oppoſe them; 
but, while they thus puſh at one Thing 
under Pretence of another, they moſt. 


plainly diſcover what they endeavour 
to conceal, | 


It is meet, therefore, to put this Af- 
fairina clear Light. The Italian Mer- 
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chants Trade to Turky by Way of Leg- 
horn, is far from being ſmall or ineon- 
ſiderable; they export and ſell in Tur- 
ky from 40 to 50 Thouſand Pounds 2 
Year in Engliſh Goods, and they bring 
back the Returns of it to Leghorn. © 


- ESE. 5 * X 
F ee 


Great Part of thoſe Returns being ſold 
in Itah, the Produce of which muſt 
be clear Gain to the publick Stock of 
Great Britain, it would be very hard, 
if they ſhould be deny'd the Privilege 
of bringing Home the reſt to ſell in 
their own Country, as Markets may 
preſent. 5 e e n 


Except in the Caſes already men- 


tion'd, they bring no Silk from Mar- 
ſeilles; and nothing but the Exorbi- 
tances of the Turky Company impoſing 
upon the Markets, as before, can make 
it practicable. If the Houſe thinks fit, 
even to prevent it under thoſe Exor- 
bitances, they ſubmit it wholly to the 
Wiſdom of Parliament; but they hum- 
bly hope they have a Right of Proper- 
ty, in common with the reſt of his 
Majeſty's faithful Subjects, to bring 
back and vend in open Market, the 
Returns of the Engliſh Woollen Cloths, 
| N 1 


£93. 

and other Products of their awn Coun- 
try, which they export, and without, 
which they cannot carry on their 
Trade. n 


While the Company oppoſe ſo juſt 
a Requeſt, how 0 ther ae it ill. 
that we fay they are a dangerous Mo- 
nopoly.? and how can they clear them- 
ſelves of the Charge, while they ſeek 
to be the only Exporters of Cloth to 
the whole Turkiſh Empire, and the 
only Importers of Raw Silk to the 
King's Dominions? It is not plain, that in 
this Caſe they would conſult their own 
Advantages rather than the Demands 
or Occaſions of the Manufacturers? 


This is the Article the Company vi- 
ſibly preſs for; and it cannot be deny'd 
but it is of great Conſequence to them, 
that is to ſay, to them perſonally,. and 

as a Company; but the more it is ſo, of 
the more fatal Conſequence would it 
be to the Trade in general, ſeeing they 
would, as above, put their own Price 
upon their Woollen Cloth Abroad, and 
their own Price upon their Silk at 
Home : Nor would it weigh with them, 
that by this Conduct they would ent 
the 


(30) 

the Conſumption of Engliſh Cloth in 
Turky; and, to hold it up to a Price, for 
their private Gain, keep 1t always ſcarce 
at Market, forbidding their Members in 
England to ſhip but in general Ships, 
ſometimes once a Lear, ſometimes once in 
two Years, or more, as they think fit; 
without regarding, that by this Means 
there would be many Thouſands of 
Cloths leſs exported than the Markets 
would otherwiſe carry off, to the irrepa- 
rable Damage and Diſcouragement of 
Woollen Manufactures, and the Ruin 
of the Clothiers, who, when they had 
made large Quantities of Cloth for the 
Turky Trade, muſt be oblig'd to keep 
them on Hand, or, perhaps, ſell them 
under Price to twoor three rich money'd 

Men, who make Uſe of the Neceſſities 
of the poor Clothiers for that very. 

Advantage; all which {till proclaims 
them a Set of Monopolizers, in the 

worlt Senſe of the Word. 


And this very Practice throws ano- 
ther Charge back upon them, which 
they never can get off from, and which 
they now endeavour to put upon the 
Italian Merchants, viz. That whereas 

T V | "es 
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they alledge, that the Italian Mer- 
chants are the Supporters of the French 
Trade to Turky, (the contrary of which 
is manifeſt,) the Turky Company, by 

not duly ſupplying the Markets, by 
laying Mul&s and Reſtraints on the 
Engliſh Cloth which comes there by 
the Way of Leghorn, by ſwearing their 
Factors and Servants not to ſell any 
of their Goods, but for preſent Pay- 
ment; whereas the French give Credit, 
where there 1s any Certainty or Secu- 
rity of being paid : By theſe, I ſay, and 
many ſuch like Methods, they are them- 
ſelves the Encouragers, and, indeed, 
the Supporters of the French Trade to 
Turky, who, on the contrary, were the 
Markets conſtantly and fully ſupply'd, 
and proper Meaſures for Trade pur- 
ſu'd, as would be, if the Trade were 
open'd, as it might be, would not be 
able to vend one quarter Part of the 
Cloth which they now ſell there. 


So that in a Word, it is the Turky 
Company, who encourage the French; 
and many Ways this may be made 
out: As for Example, by laying a 
Mulct of five Dollars per Cloth on all 
Enghſh Cloth, which comes — 

rom 


(32) 
From Legborn, when the French Cloth 
comes in Free, forbidding Engliſh Cloth 
from Leghorn to come in Engliſh Ships; 
but -permitting Engliſb Ships to bring 
French and Dutch Cloth Free, as above. 
They tell us, if we ſtop the French 
Silk from coming hither, we deſtroy them 
at once. How can they impoſe this 
upon Mankind, when *tis known, that 
all the Cloth the French Merchant can 
ſend to Turky, will not ſupply the De- 
mand my have for Silk in France? 
But they buy a great deal with ready 


Money, as was the Caſe thoſe two 


Years 1714 and 1715, when they loſt 
ſo much Money by it, as almoſt ruin'd 
them all. And what muſt our poor 
Manufacturers have done in England in 
thoſe two Tears, had they 157 been 
ſupply'd by the Ialian Merchant s buy- 
ing that Silk cheap ? Is 1t not evident 
their Goods muſt have coſt them here 
40 l. per Cent, more than the French 
and Italians cou'd have imported them 
at; the Conſequence of which muſt 
have been, that our Engliſh Manufa- 
&urers muſt have been ſtarv'd, and 
French Wrought Silks, inſtead of Turk 
Raw. Silks, wou'd have been run in 
upon us from France. 


It 


A 


(33) 


1 is deny'd, and has already been 
explain'd, that Turky Raw Silk ever did 


or ever can come from France hither, 
by Way of Leghorn, in the ordinary 
Courſz of Trade: *Tis plain, it can ne- 
ver come but when their Markets in 


France are ſo full, and ſo low, as that 
they muſt ſell it to great Loſs; or 
when our Markets, ſtarv'd by the 
Cunning of the Company, are ſo ex- 
Se dear, that to reduce the 
Price will be our Gain; ſo that, in 
ſhort, to bring the Turky Silk in either 
of thoſe two Junctures, will be always 
to our Gain, or to the Loſs of the 
French. And in which of theſe two 


lies the Advantage to France? I would 


fain have theſe Gentlemen anſwer to 
that. Queſtion, ny 

But let us examine, next, what Dif- 
advantage the Trrky Company can pre- 
tend to ſuffer from the Italian Trade? 


Can any Merchants complain of the 


Competitors, who cannot trade under 
them, but at a Diſadvantage of 10 or 
12 per Cent. and, if they pleaſe, 20 or 


30 per Cent. unleſs Means can be found 


to evade the Force of their Impoſitions; 


E > Þ 
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(34 ) 
it cannot be, the Advantage. muſt lie 
ſome where elſe, and 'tis manifeſt ir 
does ſo, viz. in the having Power, by 
an excluſive Trade, to 1mpoſe other 
Rates and Prices upon the Markets A- 
broad and at Home, than they have 
ever yet been able to do: This it is the) 
aim at, and this they find they can 
come at no other Way, but by puttin 
a Stop to the Merchants ſending Clot 
j to Turky, by Way of Leghorn, and 
| bringing back the Silk to London; and 
2 


this they cannot expect, but by per- 
ſwading the World to believe, than 
which nothing can be more fulſe, that 
this Silk comes from France. 


Again, to prove the Inconſiſtence of 
this Pretence, I would deſire thoſe 
Merchants to calculate the Price which 


0 this Silk coſts the French Merchants in 
| Turky, whether it be bought for Cloth 
1 or for Money; let them add to it the 
Charges of carrying firſt to Marſeilles, 


then bringing it from Marſeilles to Leg- 
born, then ſhipping it again for En- 


1 gland, Commiſſion in all thoſe Places, 
4 and Charges of ſundry Sorts, alſo In- 
=. ſurance, and the like; and then let 


; them take the Price in France and at 
3, — London, 


—_— - 


C35) 
London, at the ſame Time, and tell us 
if the French gain, or loſe, by the 


Trade: If the fr, let them prevent 


it, by ſuch legal Methods as they 
ſhall think fit: If the laſt, which I 
affirm is true, what can be the Meaning 


of ſo warmly engaging againſt a Trade 


which the French loſe Money bv. 


I obſerve, in ſeveral of the Caſes 
given out by the Turky Company, they 
would be thought very popular, and 
claim it of the World, that they are 
1 great Encouragers of the Woollen 

nufacture, and that they not only 
export great Quantities, but that they 
take all proper Meaſures to encourage 
the Conſumption of it in the Country 
whither they, carry .. | 


But, were this true, how comes it, 
that there are ſo many By-Laws for 
the Diſcouraging any one to bring it 
thither but themſelves; ſuch as lay ing 
2 Mulct, or Duty, of 25 Dollars per 
Bale, upon all the Engliſh. Cloth that 
ſhall come by Way of Legborn, not 
allowing it to be brought in Engliſh 
Ships, when, at the ſame Time, as be- 
fore, the Durch ng French Cloth, 40 J 
nit 2 


have 
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(36 ) 
bave obſerv'd already, may cotiie in En- 
gliſb Bottoms; alſo forbiddirig their Fa“ 
&ors there to fell any Engliſh Cloth, but 
for the Cora and the like. . 


I ; 

Let any indifferent Perſoh Tues 
whether this is encouraging, or he- 
ther it is not rather a viſible Combina- 
tion to diſcourage and deſtroy the Trade 
of our Englifo Cloth 1 in Ne 


With what Aſſurance can theſe Men 
bring a Rabble of Packers and Cloth- 
Dreffers, Clothiers, and Dyers, and o- 
ther Mechanicks, up to the Door of 
the Houſe to ſolicit in their Cauſe, as 
if the whole Manufacture was con- 
cern'd'? which is making the poor igno- 
rant Cloth workers and Manufacturers ſo 
many Solicitors againſt themſelves, and 
bringing them to be Parties to their. own 
Deſtruckion, as Manufacturers. 


' * 
- 1 1 


So alfo they bring the Pewterers and 
Dealers in Tin: „ infinuating, that they 
are great Benefaors to the Tin-Mines; 
ſuppoſing, perhaps, that this may have 
ſome Influence on ſuch Members as repre- 
ſent the Stannary Towns, and who are 
fuppo#'d to have Eftates 1 in the Mines of 


Tin 


Ne \ 

Tin in the Counties of Devon and. 
Corntal But are they ſo, ignorant as. 
to imagine, that the Corniſh Gentlemen 
do not know that the Ealian Merchants 
are much greater Exporters of Iin 
than the Turky Merchants, even to a- 
bove double the Quantity, and that as 
well to Turky as Italy? Which Things 
if duly known, and if the Italian Mer- 
chants were as much enclin'd to make 
themſelves popular, and needed it as 
thefe Men do, would preſently bring 
the Manufacturers, Dyers, Dealers in 
Tin, and the like, to appear on their 
Side, rather than on the other. 
But I leave all theſe little Things, 
as Artifices too mean to be taken No- 
tice of, and fit only to aſſiſt a bad Cauſe. 
come next to enter into the Merit 
of this Queſtion, with regard to the 
Navigation. It muſt be of ſome Con- 
cern to let the World ſee how many 
Ways this Company, who value them- 
ſelyes ſo highly, are an Obſtruction and 
Diſcouragement to our Navigation, and. 
to the employing bath Shipping and 
Seamen, eyen in this very Trade, in 
which they would pretend to recom- 
mend themſelves, 


(38) 
They were indeed enquir'd. of at the 
zar of the Houſe, how many Ships 
they employ'd to _Turky in à Tear, 
and tho I hear they anſwer'd falſly, 


and faid, Ten; which is more B 


employ, and in ſome Years {end none 
at all; yet, at beſt, what Number of 
Ships is this to boaſt of, or to give 
them any Claim to be Encouragers. of 
TEL. CE... 


On the other Hand, the Ialien Mer- 


chants jalledge, That they hinder, by 


their Limitations upon the Trade 
ten times more A being employ d 
than all the Trade they carry on em- 
loys., Tho they have all the Grand 
Jeignior's Dominions, for their Trade, 


the others e ploy 6 or 


7 Ships a Lear, the Ita 25 Trade near 
150, many of which lie mouldring 
—— . L 841 + ant 5 | 
in Port, while the French Veſſels 
(Thanks to the Company) run away 
with all the Freights to_Turky, 


ie it Outgars: wind of} an 
Wich Way ſhall theſe Men be dis- 
; Th: | „„ 5 91nd LJ ly 
cours'd with? Let impartial Men, 
but hear their Argument: How in- 


coherent? How inconſiſtent with it 


ſelf? If they talk of gur Importa- 
5 We. n re 
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(39). 


tion to England, tis exceeding great. 
On the other Hand, if they talk of 


our Exportation from England, tis ex- 


ceeding ſmall, tho” we vend and ſend 
40 or 50000 l. a Lear in Enpliſh Goods 


e e ee 


fey 31 


If we ſpeak of our Trade to Turi, 


they tell us, one Ship à Year will bring 


all our Returns, and there is not above 


500 Cloths a Year brought into Turky ; 


and yet, at the fame Time, ſpeak” of 
our Returns as a Thing fatal to their 


Trade. To avoid the Abfurdity of theſe 
Things, they -infiſt and affirm, That 


the Silk, we import, is from France; 


offering nothing to prove it, but their 


affirming poſitively, that it is fo; the 
Credit of which the Falizn Merchants 
deſire to be excus'd as to their giving 
any Weight to, and as poſitively de- 
n | | 


ut there is a Way how the Turky 
Merchants may obtain all that they 
ask'd, and which, if it may be ob- 
tain'd, no Cloth will be carry'd to 
10 E. Via Legborn, any more; and 
no Raw Silk be brought from France, 
Via Leghorn, any more; no Clamour 

wa againſt 
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againſt, the Turty Company's being a 


9 2 will be made any more; 


no Interruption to our Navigation will 
be made by the Company more ; but 
the Trade will flouriſh,, the Company 
will be enrich'd, and the Nation-glfo : 
And this is but by laying open the Trad: 
to all Mankind, to trade freely and 
unconſin d to ſend out Ships when 
they. will, and by what Ways, they 
Will and every Laa being left to 
{h ir on Trac „there is, no 
doubt but the Grand Seignior's Do- 


1 


eee. — 


minions, and the Kingdoms and Coun- 


tries of Perſia, Georgia, Armenia, and 


the Caſpian Sea, might, if Encourage- 
ment was given them, conſume much 
more Engliſh Cloth than, i now {ol 


This is the Way effectually to en- 
creaſe the Trade, and to encourage 
both the Engliſh Manufacture and Na- 
vigation; and, in, this Caſe, a few 
Fears 5 bring the Turky Trade not 
to employ ſeven Ships a Year, but ſe- 
venty, and perhaps, ſevenſcore Ships. 


For then wou'd all the Trade be 
encourag'd together, and thoſe Ships 
5 F | | 911 n bo ; A * that 
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d a Hundred, and perhaps two 


that hs 
Hutidted Bales of Cloth on Board, 


* 


would run away, take in Freight for 


ge Places, as for Genoa, Leghorn, 
Naples, Meffina, and ſo to Smyrna, or 
Conſtantinople; and thus, inſtead of few 
Ships, there wou'd be many Sail in a 


” wy, - 


Year employ'd. 


\ of And then the Trade wou'd appear, 
as it indeed is, very conſiderable ; 
whereas tow tis contrafted, tis limit- 


ted; ind indeed by thoſe Limitations 
'tis almoſt quite loſt, Th 


Tue Rifran Company is an Inſtance 


> who while they wete under 
ih 


the like Limitations as the Turky Com- 
pany, ſent uſually 6 or 7 Ships a Lear 
o Archangel, whereas they now em- 
oy above 120 Sail of large Ships a 
Fear, one Year with another; and 
they export infinitely more Woollen 
Manufactu tes to that Country than ever 
they did before; and thus puſhing the 
Trade on with all the Art, and with 
the utmoſt Diligence, they have brought 
infinite Numbers more of People to 
uſe the Britiſo Manufacture, than ever 


uſed it before. 
wh The 


(( 

The like is before us, and the * 
Advantages offer themſelves ; for 
this one AR, (viz.) of laying the Trade 
open, Induſtry. wou'd have her Hands 
at Liberty, to ſtruggle and to 'puſh- 
the Trade into Countries, and among 
Inhabitants that were never heard of 
before. Methods wou'd then be uſed 
by the vigilant Mrchant, to ſend his 
Goods, and to ſell his Goods, without 
exacting ready Money where Payment 
was ſure ; leaving the Factor a diſcre- 


tionary Power to act as for bim- 
ſelf. 


1 

As. the Trade wou'd thus be better'd, 
fo: the Encouragement, to Ship ing, 
the Encreaſe of Seamen, and above 
all, the Conſumption of our Manu- 
factures wou'd be enlarg'd, and then 
the Mock-Complaint of he Importati- 
on of Raw Silk from Marſeilles, wou'd 
| beat an End; neither wou'd. there be 
any. Occaſion of a Bill to prevent the. 
laportation of Alatick Goods from Leg- 
korn; every Merchant having a Liber- 
ty, in the courſe of his own: Dun ele, 
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Likewiſe, as 2 72 greater Number 
of Ships wouꝰ' d go to Turi, having but 
Part of their Loading thither from 
England, and having the Liberty to 
take in Goods for Leghorn, Naples, and 
Meſſina, in their Way to Turky; fo, in 
their Return, having Part of their Load- 
ing for Faly or England, there being a 
conſtant Trade to and from Turky:to 
Haly, the Freight of which is confide- 
rable, they will be enabled to take the 
reſt of their Loading in Ealian Goods 
at Meſſina, Naples, or Leghorn, as Op- 
portunity preſents, or as their Em- 
ployers direct. So that in this Cafe, 
the End of the Act of Navigation, 
which, as I ſaid before, was to encreaſe 
and encourage Engliſh Seamen and Eng- 
liſb Shipping, eſpecially Ships of Force, 
wou'd much better be anſwer d, than by 
carry ing on a narrow contracted Trade, 
as now they do, manag'd by about 
thirty Merchants only; and thoſe 
Thirty manag'd again by Two or 
Three, by which the whole Com- 
merce is ſtraighten'd, the Conſumption 
of Engliſh Cloth hinder'd, and the Datch 
and French encourag'd to carry Cloth 


to Turky, and worm us out of the 
Trade. 
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This laying open the Trade may 
| with Fs be ſo regulated, as that the 
N 4 Ambaſſadors, Conſuls, and other Off. 
N cers neceſſary to act there, may be 
1 ſtill maintain'd, and all the 9 
| Expences of the Trade be ſuppty\ 
either by the Commerce it ſelf, ox hy 
the Publick, for which ſuitable Provir 
ſion may be made, as to the Wiſdom 
of the Parliament ſhall ſeem: meet. 
And for the compleat and caſy Dire- 
ction whereof, a Scheme of ſuitable 
Meaſures ſhall be preſented to the 
Houſe, whenever ſuch à Thing ſhall 
come upon the Stage; nor is there any 
Doubt to be made, but that the Talias 
Merchants will be able to anſwer all 
the Objections that can be juſtly 
brought againſt ſuch a Change of che 
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Company's Conſtitution. 
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